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Feral-Issue of Overdlights -
T0 THE EDITOR :

I should lilk. .o support the opine:
ions of Otto Nalhun, Prof. Henry.
Stecle Commager and other corres!
soondents who view with sad
o effort of our sreat newspaper:
to justify, on inc ground of nccd,‘
ihe continuance of reconnaissanco!
flights over the soil of Cubsa.

It has been pointed out that we.

,
ness

do not need thesa {lights in arder tof

sccure our safety. It has been polnt-?
ed out in addition that they are;
clearly in violation of international,
law, a proposition ibat is beyond;

“dispute. It remains to be said that!
;iaey violate the most elemental ot'

raoral prmt.)lef; and - stray uncomi=j
fortably far irom the canons of juse;
tice and fair play that we ex pec..

{The New York Times to uphold..

The moral issue is a simple one.
T we claim for oursclves .the right;
o keep Cuba under zir surveillance;
we can do no less than to concede]
to Cuba the right to maintain a sim-}
ilar surveiilance over us. Is there:
anyone who would deny that. the.
danger of an American invasion of.

| Cuba is very much greater than that?

of a Cuban invasion of the Unltcd(

1States? On the ground of need,.

therefore, it is the Cuban who has ,l
the stronger case. o
But need is not morality. Let us:

inot do unto others what we would: ‘,
_not have them do unto us, It is a ]

cgative statement of the rule, to be ‘
.»me but it is one that is avposite..! A
We move in & retrograde < Vctiom‘
when we substitute for this rule the'
totalitarian slogan, the cry of the?
kaisers and the dictators of our cen->
tury, that . might makes right.. Is.,

|this really the position of The New:,
Zork Times? 3

'ROBERT BIERSTEDT,

Chairman, Department of Soclology
"' and Anthropology, New Yuﬁ..,
University.. | -
_\bw York, May 14,1984, . .~ 7
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